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horizontally and tied in place: the opening was at the side and
towards the sea. Over this structure seals' skins were thrown,
which kept in place by their own weight, as the encampments
are always made in sheltered positions in dense forests. With
the exception that they do not possess a ridge-pole, the tents,
which are always the same in size and make, closely resemble
those of English gipsies, the skins taking the place of the blankets
used by those people. No attempt was made to level the floor,
the fire was in the middle, and in one the sole occupant was a
naked sprawling baby, who occupied the place of honour on the
floor beside it. In some of the old encampments, which we saw
subsequently, there were as many as six huts, but it was doubtful
if they had all been occupied at the same time. The middens
are outside and generally near the door. Some of the Indians
were quite friendly, but others were not very cordial, the old
women in particular making it clear to the men of the party
that their presence was not welcome. The old man, whose picture
appears (fig. 17), was apparently the patriarch of the party, and
quite amiable, though he firmly declined to part with his symbol
of authority in the shape of his club; in order to keep him quiet
while his photograph was taken he was fed on biscuits, which
he was taught to catch after the manner of a pet dog. The staff
of life is mussels and limpets, and we saw in addition small
quantities of berries. A lump. of seal fat weighing perhaps
10 Ib. was being gnawed like an apple, and a portion was offered
to our party. The dogs are smooth-haired black-and-tan terriers,
like small heavy lurchers; they are, it is said, taught to assist their
masters in the catching of fish.1
The company presently showed signs of unusual activity, and
began to shift camp; the movement was not connected, as far
as we could tell, with our presence, and, judging by the odour
of the place, the time for it had certainly arrived. It was in-*
teresting to see their chattels brought down one by one to the
canoes. Amongst them were receptacles resembling large pill-
boxes, about 12 inches across, made of birchwood, which was
split thin and sewn with tendons. la these were kept running
nooses made of whalebone for capturing wild geese,, and also
1 " The Indians had taught their dogs to drive the fish into a comer
of some poad or lake, from whence they were easily taken out by the skill
and address of these savages.*'—Narrative of Hon. J, Byron, ed* 1768, p. 56.

